Duration of protective immunity in experimental canine babesiosis after homologous and heterologous challenge.
Three Beagle dogs were monitored clinically and serologically for 55 weeks following an experimental primo-infection and two challenge infections with a heterologous strain of Babesia canis. There was no cross-protection when dogs were challenged with the heterologous strain after 7 months, but there was complete protection when challenged a second time with this heterologous strain 5 months later. Although the serological profile using indirect immunofluorescence showed the same trend whether homologous or heterologus antigen was used, antibody titres generally reached higher values for homologous antigen. Seropositivity in itself was no guarantee for protective immunity against heterologous challenge.